
ASNAPP International Board meetsFriday, 06 June 2008 Hands slap the African drums. As the synchronized drumbeat picks up rhythm and people gravitate towards the centre of the circle, one realizes that this group marches to more than just a literal drumbeat at a social ice-breaking session. Agribusiness in Sustainable Natural Plant Product (ASNAPP) Country Directors and international board members met at the Welgevallen Experimental Farm in Stellenbosch from 16 to 26 of April to chart the course of the organisation for the next five years. The main focus of the strategic planning session was to develop a 2012 vision that, while capturing the organisation's social and ethical activities, will also promote African natural plant products both on the continent and internationally. Country Directors from South Africa, Zambia, Ghana, Rwanda and Senegal were represented at the meetings and each board member arrived with a development plan for their particular country. Numerous stakeholders that form part of ASNAPP's activities were also present. These included representatives from the Rockefeller Foundation, Rugters University (New Jersey), Japan External Trade Organisation (JETRO), USAID, Stellenbosch University as well as private sector role players. ASNAPP is unique in their market driven, science based approach to research and economic development. While providing farmers with knowledge, ASNAPP also supplies them with disease-free, drought-resistant and hardy germplasm -giving them an edge in both the fields and the market. Some of the highlights discussed at the meetings included an increase in market access for beneficiaries, a diversification of current funders as well as stronger alliances between governments, private and public sector representatives. Over the years, ASNAPP has formed a strategic alliance with Stellenbosch University and shares the Universityâ&euro;&trade;s vision of taking science and technology into various African countries. While the University provides ASNAPP with its external infrastructure, they have also created a platform for ASNAPP South Africa to extend its activities into other African countries. Professor Leopoldt van Huyssteen Dean of the AgriSciences Faculty, chairs the international ASNAPP board. This relationship has given ASNAPP the leadership and support it requires to promote science across the continent. Students from African countries studying AgriScience are additionally afforded the opportunity to gain experience in areas of horticulture to botany and greenhouse production. They also have the opportunity to liaise with rural communities engaged in cultivating natural plants in order to socially and economically uplift themselves.  
ASNAPP - Agribusiness in Sustainable Natural Plant Products

http://www.asnapp.org.za Powered by Joomla! Generated: 17 January, 2009, 18:22


