
Increasing vegetable production in AngolaFriday, 06 June 2008  Angolan soil is extremely fertile and due to the legacy of Portuguese colonisation, production technology is not new to the country's people. Although the demand for fresh vegetables is high, produce quality leaves a lot to be desired.  In February 2007, ASNAPP Agronomist Dr Petrus Langenhoven paid a visit to various communities in Angola. He also met with Shoprite/Freshmark as well as the Cooperative League of the USA/Angola (CLUSA). Discussions centred on how to introduce low cost greenhouse technology into the country, that will not only allow small scale farmers to increase the quality of their produce, but enable them to join the horticultural supply chain in Angola. Langenhoven said that there are plans to erect two greenhouses in Luanda and Lubango are underway and construction is expected to start in May 2007. Meanwhile research to determine the best farming communities are still under the microscope. Factors that are still being sorted through include, whether or not there is sufficient technical expertise and support available to the communities in question. Other points of debate include the management skills of community members and levels of support systems available to the community farmers. Some of the criteria used in the process of site selection included: 1.The presence of farmer associations and evidence that they are growing and selling produce.2.The ability of Freshmark, hotels and retail outlets to purchase vegetables produced by these community groups. 3.The Southern African Regional Marketing Unit will provide quality assurance controls. 4.The willingness of farmers to adopt post-harvest handling technologies. 5.Market agents to facilitate the supply of vegetables to retailers. 6.Farmers in Angola face virus infections due to seed recycling. ASNAPP will provide fresh germplasm for them. ASNAPP will also provide training in greenhouse production systems. 
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