
Stellenbosch University partnered with agribusiness development organisationFriday, 06 June 2008   Agribusiness in Sustainable Natural Plant Product (ASNAPP) Country Directors and international board members met at the Welgevallen Experimental Farm in Stellenbosch to chart the course of the organisation for the next five years.  Since ASNAPP started eight years ago, they have forged strong ties with the University of Stellenbosch, and especially with the Faculty of AgriScience. Professor Leopoldt van Huyssteen, Dean of the AgriSciences Faculty chairs the ASNAPP international board - a relationship that gives the organisation the support and leadership needed to promote their 2012 vision. ASNAPP's vision to expand the economic opportunities of rural communities across Africa, dovetails with the University's mandate to take science, technology and business into the rest of the continent. Because ASNAPP has an established presence in Zambia, Ghana, Rwanda, South Africa, Senegal, and satellite projects in Mozambique, Angola and Malawi - they are helping the University fulfil this mandate. ASNAPP is unique in their market-driven, science-based approach; yet without educational partners such as Stellenbosch and Rutgers universities, the research that forms the basis of the organisation's activities would not be possible. ASNAPP South Africa's partnership with Stellenbosch has allowed them to extend their activities across the continent. This is in part attributed to the student intake representing other African countries. Not ignoring their social and ethical activities, one of ASNAPP's primary goals is to develop and enhance Africa's indigenous plant sector by promoting natural products. In March 2007, ASNAPP was invited to attend the FOODEX Japan Expo, where they exhibited Africa's high-quality products on an international platform. Stellenbosch also provides ASNAPP with its external infrastructure. ASNAPP utilises the premises to grow plants and supply farmers with improved, disease-free, drought-resistant and hardy germplasm. While this gives farmers the edge in the fields and the market, students also get hands on experience in the areas of horticulture, botany and greenhouse production. Students are also afforded the opportunity to work alongside ASNAPP in their community up-liftment programmes. 
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