
Country Programs DefinedFriday, 06 June 2008Africa's cache of &lsquo;green gold&rsquo; has provided rural farmers with a clear road to socially and economically uplifting their communities. Indigenous plants are easy to cultivate and since natural plant agribusinesses are labour, rather than capital intensive, the job potential of rural entrepreneurs has been maximized.ASNAPP has numerous agricultural schemes operating in Ghana, Senegal, Rwanda, Zambia and South Africa. With satellite projects in Mozambique, Angola and Malawi, the organisation is ensuring that agricultural enterprises become a critical engine of growth in remote rural locations. CARE International is just one of ASNAPP&rsquo;s partners, and the duo have a successful vegetable production scheme running in Angola. In the Chinjanya Triangle, Total Land Care (TLC) is ensuring the smooth operation of a paprika plantation. Although ASNAPP&rsquo;s name suggests a focus on creating sustainable natural plant businesses, the organisations reach stretches into the cultivation of vegetables. In Zambia, ASNAPP coordinates a thriving partnership between two communities and Sun International &ndash; a relationship where tomatoes, cucumbers, butternuts and patty pans provide a healthy link. ASNAPP-South Africa held short courses on greenhouse production in communities based in the Northern and Western parts of the country. A group of entrepreneurs in Outdtshoorn have already harvested their first greenhouse tomato crop.In terms of indigenous plants, ASNAPP provides regular training and capacity building programmes on harvesting and cultivating natural plant stands. Recently in Ghana, ASNAPP held workshops on the potential of the Vocanga africana tree. The plant is native to the Ghanaian rainforests, but is plagued with unsustainable harvesting practices. ASNAPP initiated a national campaign to educate people on the necessity of sustainable collection practices.  ASNAPP is also proud to be partnered with numerous tertiary institutions and other organisations that investigate markets and develop products suited to global trends and current demands. Because of the intense research on plants grown (indigenous or not), rural entrepreneurs find themselves on top of production and pre and post crop handling. To ensure that produce from these communities&rsquo; meet international standards, ASNAPP has put stringent quality control manuals together to ensure that all products are green and ethically traded.
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