
'Making Quality Matter' Workshops Held in Malawi and ZambiaWednesday, 10 September 2008    ASNAPP successfully organized its annual &lsquo;making quality matter&rsquo; (MQM) workshops in Malawi and Zambia drawing participation from a wide range of stakeholders in the spice industry. This year&rsquo;s workshop held on the 26th August in Malawi and 29th in Zambia with a focus on SADC regions was under the theme &ldquo;Economic and Market Opportunities for Small Scale Farmers in the Spice Industry".     The twin workshops had a wide range of topics presented to participants spanning the agronomy of spice production through quality assurance and its role in opening up markets. The central responsibility of farmer organizations in enhancing the production and supply of critical volumes often required by the market was stressed. Participants unanimously affirmed the fact that a coherent farmer organization could help address a number of issues ralated to product quality and hence market access.  Giving an overview of the spice industry in the SADC region, Mr. Theo van Wyk, Managing Director of Capsimills (Pty) Ltd., stated the leading role Paprika has played in the industry since the early 1980&rsquo;s when it was introduced into the region. He noted with concern however that although the world market for paprika has been growing, producers have not been able to fully meet the huge demand for the commodity. At a demand volume of between 120,000 and 150,000 tons per annum, the market was yet to fully meet its requirements since the last decade.   The Capsimills MD noted that among the factors that have contributed to the decline in production within the SADC region has been that of political miscalculations leaving farmers more disadvantaged.   He hinted that unless farmers produced to meet the stringent market requirements that pertain currently, there was opportunity for China to use its dominant role in the present world economic order to capture the market.   Messrs Dan Acquaye of ASNAPP and Helmi Dreijer of Stellenbosch University presented a novel ICT tool that could facilitate the immediate exchange of market and product-related information among farmers via cell phone and web portal technology. The technology that has already been deployed in Ghana has been reported as tremendously successful to farmers in the West African country.   Summing up the key role quality assurance would play in expanding market access to farmers, Mr. Hanson Arthur of the ASNAPP South African Office, advised farmers to begin any attempt at obtaining product quality certification with the implementation of Good Agricultural Practices (GAP). This would help to generate enough experience and build a history of record taking and good documentation. Ultimately, this would facilitate traceability and the ease of certification along the line when farmers decide to subscribe to internationally recognized certification systems such as EurepGap. He further proposed the formation of a Southern African Spice Network beginning with in-country product associations. This network would become the mouthpiece for the dissemination of market and quality related information to its membership.   Concluding, participants and stakeholders resolved to strengthen the local spice associations. In Malawi, Total Land Care, a non-governmental organization operating in that country and partners ASNAPP in the delivery of services to farmers, was tasked to facilitate this process. The ASNAPP Zambian Office will assist farmers seen as 'Champions' of the spice industry in Zambia to bring their colleagues together around this common cause. It is hoped that when these associations are strengthened, issues related to production, product quality and markets would be addressed more comprehensively.   For more information contact info@asnapp.org   
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